[Role of the contact plasma system in human physiopathology].
The possible implications of the plasma contact system in several human pathological conditions have been reviewed. The mechanism of activation and the biochemistry of the different components of this physiological system are described. The activation of the plasma contact system and its important physiological consequences are considered. The implication of the plasma contact system in the pathogenesis of different human and experimental pathological conditions (shock, disseminated intravascular coagulation, extracorporeal circulation...) is reviewed. A particular consideration is given to the pathogenesis of glomerulonephritis where the plasma contact system has been more directly implicated.